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Sharon Greytak ‘78 – “A Lifetime of Art”
By Deb Torreso

“You have to live in order to have something to
say in your Art.” – Sharon Greytak

It is a true gift to be able to do what you
love in life as a career choice. Some of
us know from when we are very

young, what passions burn in our soul and
the journey we must embark on to feed
those passions.

Independent filmmaker, Sharo n
Greytak knew early on in her life that she
would pursue her dreams. After receiving
her degree from Housatonic Community
College back in the late ‘70s, she went on
to earn a Bachelors from Hartford Art
School at University of Hart f o rd. She
continued on to the prestigious California
Institute of Arts where she received her
Masters degree. 

“I think people, when they are involved
in the Arts, are in it for the long haul,” she
said. Believing that those who are should
“strive for a life in the arts. There are times
when it’s great and times when it’s not. Like
anything else.”

Sharon fondly remembers HCC and the
people that helped shape her life and
career. The late Burt Chernow was her Art
History Professor. According to Sharon, he
and Professor Michael Stein, who is still
teaching Art at HCC, had a huge impact on
her future. 

“Looking back, HCC was like a
mentoring type of education,” Sharon said.
She feels that the whole experience, being
on a first name basis with her teachers and
being inspired because of their dedication
to the Arts, was instrumental in shaping
students who were working toward a goal
in that field. The mentoring aspect and the
fact they would focus on Contemporary
Art in addition to Art history kept students’
interest.

C h e rnow was responsible for
accumulating art for the HCC museum.
His connections in the art community of
Westport and New York proved beneficial
not only to HCC but for Sharon also.
Chernow and Stein would schedule trips
to New York City to go to plays and
museums. “The trips were great. I had a
sense that New York wasn’t far away. I felt
connected to that energy as well.” She said
that feeling played a role in her eagerness
to venture out to what would later become
her home. “For a community college, the
Art Department was at such a high level,
equal to any Art College,” Sharon said.
“Not only did students learn of the art of a
c e n t u ry ago, we were exposed to the
current art shows of the time.”

Sharon feels that students choose to
attend a two-year college like HCC for a
number of very practical re a s o n s ,
including financial and raising children
while pursuing a degree. “I came to HCC
during years of serious illness. No one
knew if I could tolerate a full class schedule
and HCC was the place to challenge
myself,” she said. 

Professor Stein agrees that a person is
lucky if they can find passion and work to
be one in the same. He believes, “The Arts
are what makes life worth living.” Looking
back on one of his prized-students he said,
“Sharon is a remarkable individual who
worked diligently to acquire her skills,
develop her personal vision and earn her
reputation. She always exhibited the
exemplary combination of intellect and
ambition, essential for the creative process
that can serve as a model for all students.
Sharon is a bright star among our art
graduates; I’m certainly proud to have
made a contribution to her impressive
career.”

Sharon moved to New York City where
she pursued her filmmaking career. She
has written, produced and directed feature-
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A L U M N I
N o t e s
By Christina Ouellette

Ha rold Ba i rd, Class of 1969
Ba i rd 5 2 2 @ o p to n l i n e. n e t

Harold graduated from HCC with his Associate’s
in General Studies. In 1970, he received his B.A. in
Sociology from Sacred Heart University.

After working 26 years for SNET (now AT&T),
he retired in 2001. He now works as part of the
office staff for Sterling House Community Center
in Stratford.

He is also the public address announcer for
some of Stratford High’s athletic teams, as well as
for the Connecticut Brakettes and the Stratford
Brakettes. Harold also chooses to stay involved
with many other activities, which include singing
with St rat fo rd Si s ter Cities Ch o ru s, being the
c h a i rperson of music at St rat fo rd Un i te d
Methodist Church, and also being a member of
the Sterling House Council and the Holocaust
Memorial Service Committee in Stratford.

Harold lives in Stratford with his wife Martha.

David El l u m , Class of 1996
d av i d. e l l u m @ ya l e. e d u

In 1999, David received his B.S. in Wildlife Biology
f rom No rth Ca rolina St ate Un i ve r s i ty, and in 
2001, he received his M.F. in Forest Ecology and
Management from the Yale University of Forestry
and Environmental Studies. David is planning to
receive his Ph.D. in Forest Ecology in May 2007,
also from the Yale University School of Forestry
and Environmental Studies.

David teaches field courses at the Ya l e
Fo re s t ry Schoo l , and he oversees re s e a rc h
activities at the school’s forest.

David currently lives in Middlefield, CT with
his wife Mona and 4-year-old son Townes, and
their new daughte r, Seija James El l u m , bo rn
October 10, 2006.

I ris Pe rez , Class of 2004
I ri s. Pe rez @ Tyco He a l t h ca re. co m

I ris gra d u ated from HCC in 2004, and she
c u rre ntly at tends Sa c red He a rt part - t i m e. Sh e
hopes to attain her B.S. in Criminal Justice, and
s h e’s inte re s ted in wo rking in the Pro b at i o n /
Parole field one day.

For the last five years, Iris has been working in
No rwalk full-time for Tyco Health Ca re /
US Surg i cal in the Co nt ra ct Ad m i n i s t rat i o n
Department.

Iris lives in Shelton.
• continued on page 3

length fiction films, documentaries and
experimental shorts. Her work includes:
Losing It, The Love Lesson, Hearing Voices,
We i rded Out and Blown Aw a y, Some
Pleasure on the Level of the Source and
Czechoslovakian Woman. She has had
her work seen around the world,
including New York, Boston, Californ i a ,
France and Italy. Sharon is the recipient
of many prestigious awards and
fellowships.

When asked where she gets her
inspiration from she replied, “I always
look out for the subject we don’t always
see or talk about in mainstream films.”
She is presently working on a mother
and daughter story that takes place in
the city and suburbs. Its focus is about
a crisis that forces them to deal with
each other. Sharon said projects can
take several years to complete. Adding,
“You have to dig deep inside yourself
and be able to resist the social pressures
in order to give your vision time. It’s a

lifetime of art.”
Sharon believes that

c reativity comes in
those protected times;
it’s when you are able
to recognize “re a l
beauty and meaning in
the world.” •
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“A Lifetime of Art” (continued from page 1)

By Mike Russo

The Housatonic Community College
Alumni Association, in conjunction
with the City of Bridgeport and the
B r i d g e p o rt Chamber of Commerc e ,
hosted a solemn remembrance of the
5th anniversary of the 9/11 attacks on
our nation in HCC’s Perf o rming Art s
Center last month. 

On a morning that felt eerily similar
to that same day five years ago,
students, faculty, alums and members
of the community gathered to re f l e c t
on the victims and the families of the
nearly 3,000 people killed in the
attacks in our country on 9/11. The
c e remony was attended by Lee and
Eunice Hanson of Easton, who lost
their son Peter along with his wife, Sue
and their daughter Christine on Flight
175, the second plane to crash into the
Twin To w e r s .

O u t reach Associate Linda Bayusik
’96 opened the ceremony with the
announcement of the presentation of
colors by the Bridgeport Police Honor
G u a rd. Following their silent entrance,
HCC Acting Dean of Students Hern a n
Yepes opened “There are many people
in this room that were here on that
d a y.” He continued, “What we have
h e re is a shared memory that changed
all of our lives.” Marianne Laska ‘04,
re p resenting the Alumni Association
said, “We are gathered here to set aside
time to remember the victims of the
attacks on the World Trade Center, the
Pentagon, and the heroic passengers
on Flight 93 as well as the police, fire
and rescue workers who lost their
lives. We also remember their families
who have to live without their loved
ones.” She added, “This tragedy gave
us two choices, it could make us bitter
or it could make us better. It is my
hope we choose the latter.” 

HCC Alumni 
Association Sponsors 9/11
Remembrance Ceremony

• continued on page 3



After a moment of silence and a
s t i rring rendition of “You Raise Me Up”
p e rf o rmed by HCC student Arian
Pagán, other invited guests re f l e c t e d
the 9/11 tragedies, and its impact on
our nation. Mayor Fabrizi said, “Lives
changed that day. Families were
d e s t royed. Parents lost sight of future
generations.” The Mayor continued,

“ Time eases that pain, but it never goes
a w a y, nor should it.” Attorney General
Blumenthal noted, “The terro r i s t s
s t ruck those buildings but they missed
America. We learned something that
d a y. We can overcome, as long as we
work together.” Senator Finch said,
“Let us take stock of all we cherish,

l e t ’s use this day to rid ourselves of
t e rror and renew our commitment and
our passions.” 

G regg Dancho, HCC alum and
D i rector of the Beardsley Zoo, while
honoring the Hanson family, recalled a
s t o ry to the audience about how
earlier that morning he walked aro u n d
the grounds of the zoo, and a butterf l y

c i rcled his head. “It
reminded me of how little
things can make me
smile,” he said. He also
recognized the H a n s o n ’s
for their genero u s
contribution to the zoo to
help build the Hanson
Exploration Station in
honor of their loved ones.
While the Hanson family
received a thundero u s
standing ovation, HCC
student Elizabeth Gallant
p resented them with a
clay sculpture re p l i c a t i n g
the Twin Towers. 

After a poem entitled, I
Think Continually of Those
Who We re Truly Gre a t b y
Sir Stephen Splendor re a d
by Assistant Pro f e s s o r
G e o ff Sheehan, Revere n d
Michael Mandel, HCC
P rofessor and Clerg y
M i n i s t ry Relations, closed
the ceremony stating, “We

need to remember truth - that is very
i m p o rtant.” “ We celebrate our
f re e d o m , but we have to enter into it
knowing what it t ruly means.” The
memorial concluded with the
B r i d g e p o rt Police Honor Guard
retrieving the colors while a bagpiper
played the Marine’s Hymn. •

Alumni Notes (continued from page 2)

Daniel Firimonte, Class of 2005
Taurus5112003@aol.com

Daniel graduated from HCC in 2005 and is now
attending Southern Connecticut State University,
majoring in Secondary History Education main-
taining a 3.3 GPA. He is also taking a Western
Civilization class at Housatonic that will transfer
to Southern. He also plays the piano and can play
several Beatles songs. His goal is to become a
high school history teacher and maybe teach
at a co m m u n i ty college or even a fo u r - year 
university.

Herb Gullberg, Class of 2005
Herb gra d u ated HCC in May of 2005 with a
degree in Science. He is now attending Fairfield
University and has 18 credits and a 3.42 GPA. He
is majoring in English and hopes to minor in
Education. He wants to be certified in Secondary
School Education. He enjoys writing short stories
and poems and someday may write a novel.

Suzette Henry, Class of 2005
zetteboo@hotmail.com

S u ze t te gra d u ated from HCC in 2005 and is
attending the University of Bridgeport. She is
majoring in Fashion Merchandising, hoping to
further enhance a company that she and her
sister started in 2002 called Cassia & Jones.

Aside from school, her family recently opened
a restaurant on Park Avenue in Bridgeport called
Nora’s Caribbean Delight. Suzette created the
layout for the store, and designed the menus,
business cards, and fixtures. She is also working
for a small boutique in Fairfield, adjusting and
merchandising the store and window fixtures.

Suzette also stays busy by being a part of a
music group called Le ft Field Rhy t h m s. It’s a
g roup of seven members that have co m e
together to form “an eclectic sound.” She will be
traveling to Canada in early October for her first
pe rfo rm a n ce. A live pe rfo rm a n ce from the
Acoustic Café in Bridgeport can be viewed on
their myspace page.

Suzette is originally from NY but currently
lives in Bridgeport.

Shannon King, Class of 2005
Shannon gra d u ated from HCC’s Oc c u p at i o n a l
Th e ra py As s i s t a nt prog ram in 2005. She is 
currently working in two elementar y schools in
Stamford and a nursing home in Fairfield as an
Occupational Therapy Assistant.

• continued on page 4

HCC student Elizabeth Gallant displays the 
sculpture she created for the Hanson family.

Photo courtesy of Anson Smith. 

Keep in Touch!
Got a new job? Finished your degree? Got married? Had a baby? Do you
want to keep in touch with other Housatonic alumni? We want to know
what’s happening with you – and your Housatonic friends want to know too.
Please take a few moments to tell us your name, year of graduation, email
address, current job, and what you have been up to since graduation. 

Linda Bayusik • Housatonic Community College
900 Lafayette Boulevard • Bridgeport, CT 06604

LBayusik@hcc.commnet.edu

9/11 Remembrance Ceremony at HCC (continued from page 2)



CENTER FOR 
THE ARTS COMMITTEE
Octo ber 26
• Ca b a ret Night

Performances by students, alums,
faculty, and staff of Housatonic
Community College.

Pe rfo rming Arts Ce nte r, 7:00 pm

H O U S ATONIC MUSEUM
OF ART
Se p te m ber 12 – De ce m ber 1 
• Standing on One Foot 

Curated by Barbara O Brien, indepen-
dent curator and editor of Art New
England. A look at the human form.

Nove m ber 17
• Wine Tasting Eve nt

Celebrate HCC’s 40th Anniversary with
us! Please call the Housatonic
Community College Foundation at
203-332-5038 for more information.
Tickets are $40 in advance and $45 at
the door.

At ri u m , 5:30 pm – 8:30 p m

De ce m ber 8
• Alumni and Friends Get Tog e t h e r

Special preview and gallery talk for
alumni and friends by sculptor
Matthias Alfen, followed by the
opening reception. Please RSVP to
LBayusik@hcc.commnet.edu.

Be rt Ch e rn ow Ga l l e ri e s, 6:30 pm

De ce m ber 8, 2006 – Fe b ru a ry 21, 2007 
• Matthias Al fe n

Sculptural installation by German
sculptor Matthias Alfen. New
sculptures recently completed at the
Johnson Atelier in New Jersey. Alfen's
Janus figures are an innovation in
figural art predicated on the advances
made by Boccioni. His works create a
meta-narrative that explores the
historical past and his apocalyptic
vision of the future.

O pening Rece p t i o n :
Fri d ay, De ce m ber 8 
7:30 p m – 10:00 p m

HCC’S WOMEN CENTER
Octo ber 19
• Hedda Nu s s b a u m

In 1987 Hedda Nussbaum’s former
companion, Joel Steinberg, killed their
6-year-old daughter. In the ensuing
months it came to light that Hedda
and her daughter were victims of
domestic violence. Ms. Nussbaum will
talk about her experience and sign her
book, “Surviving Intimate Terrorism.”
There will also be a dramatic
presentation by the Theater Arts
Department.

Pe rfo rming Arts Ce nte r,
6:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Octo ber 26 
• The La u rie Hadad Me m o ri a l

Le ct u re on Wo m e n’s He a l t h

Theresa Money-McLaughlin, Oncology
Nurse at St. Vincent’s Hospital, will give
a talk on breast cancer and early
detection. This is the first lecture given
in memory of Laurie Hadad. Laurie
was HCC’s research analyst in
Outreach Services.

A 1 0 1 , 12:30 pm - 2:00 pm

Nove m ber 2 
• The Vo te and Yo u

Have the tool of knowledge when you
vote. Come learn about the
candidates.

A 1 0 1 , time T BA

Nove m ber 16
•  Why Ca n’t I Have a 

He a l t hy Relat i o n s h i p ?

Join Lisa Slade ’96, CONNTAC
Counselor, for a discussion on the dos
and don’ts in a relationship.

Location and time T BA

Come join us!

F A L L  2 0 0 6 Calendar of  Events
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Julio Reinoso, Class of 2005
JPReino@yahoo.com

Julio graduated with a General Studies degree from HCC. He is 
still attending classes at HCC trying to obtain his second degree 
in Business Management.

After leaving HCC , Julio would like to at tend the Business 
School at Fairfield University, and he hopes to be an expert in
International Business one day.

He is curre ntly wo rking as a fre e l a n cer in Ma rke t i n g,
concentrating on the emerging market and North American Free
Trade with Latin-American and Caribbean Countries.

Julio lives in Bridgeport.

Florence Marshall, Class of 2006
Ladyflomo2003@yahoo.com

Florence graduated from HCC in 2006 with a degree in General
Studies. She is now a junior at Western Connecticut State University,
and she’s majoring in Elementary Education/History. She hopes to
become an Elementary School Principal one day.

She’s the manager for the Western’s Girls Basketball Team. She’s
also involved in the Campus Christian Ministry, and she sings for a
couple of Gospel recording artists.

Fl o re n ce is from Bri d g e po rt, but she’s curre ntly living on
Western’s campus in Danbury.


